
A mainstay for the
Port of St. Bernard has
been imported steel, pri-
marily in the form of
wire rod. Associated
Terminals Vice President
Cy Hill said the cargo is
moving from Germany,
the Black Sea area,
China and South
America. "The market is
hot right now. Shipments
of wire rod have been
quite heavy with a throughput of about 70,000 tons in the past two months.
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Associated Terminals' breakbulk
operations at the Port of St. Bernard
reached several milestones in 2004.
Associated Terminals President David
Fennelly said the company has been able
to make these advances by fulfilling the
needs of the customer. "We have the out-
standing facilities, ideal locations and
most importantly an experienced and
knowledgeable staff. This gives us the

ability to accomplish anything for our customers."
In 2003, Associated Terminals signed a lease with the Port of St. Bernard to

become the exclusive operator of the port's marine facilities, which includes the
Chalmette Slip marine terminal and three deep-draft midstream mooring systems.
The terminal features 120,000 square feet of dockside warehouse space with adjacent
concrete lay-down areas, setting atop 1,700 feet of continuous dock frontage.

In the past year, the St. Bernard complex has undergone a series of improvements,
including a new midstream buoy system at Meraux. These enhancements enable
Associated Terminals to fulfill its goal of giving its customers what they need. 
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St. Bernard General Cargo Operations . . .
Continued from page 1.

ing to rail cars and barge. Final destinations for the cargo
are tire manufacturing facilities including Goodyear,
Bridgestone, Firestone, Cooper Tire, Uniroyal, Michelin
and Continental Tire. Plants are located in Tuscaloosa and
Opelika, Ala.; Beaumont and Tyler, Texas; and Lawton,
Oklahoma.

Natural rubber was added to the lengthy list of general
cargo commodities handled at the Port of St. Bernard in
August when the 20,471 GRT M/V Pac Adara made its
maiden port call. Terminal manager Zeljko Franks said
there were several factors which led PAC Line to add the
Port of St. Bernard to its Indonesia to New Orleans feeder
system.

"PAC Line has very specific requirements for handling
rubber. These include maintaining a very clean warehouse,
having adequate storage space, and being able to handle the
rubber very delicately. In addition, the terminal must han-
dle a surge of trucks, and also have rail and barge discharge
capability. We were able to meet each of these require-
ments," said Franks.

Franks said Associated Terminals was also able to meet
PAC Line's most important requirement - a staff with expe-
rience handling rubber. "We were able to bring to the table
a team that has handled rubber at every level. From the
workers who unloaded the ship to the supervisors and man-
agers, all have previous experience working with rubber.
The quality job they completed on the Pac Adara has put
us in a position to work future rubber shipments."

Natural rubber arriving at the Port of St. Bernard is pri-
marily discharged to truck, with a smaller percentage mov-

Associated Terminal handles its first
rubber vessel, MV Pac Adara

The Port of St. Bernard’s covered warehouses provide the spa-
cious and clean environment required by natural rubber.

Associated Terminals - Port of St. Bernard management
team (from left): Barry Hoth, Terminal Manager; Lou Fos,
Vessel Supervisor; Frankie Walker, Operations Manager;
Cy Hill, Vice President; Richard Cantrell, Operations
Manager; and Greg Miller, Operations Manager.
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Wire rod entering the Port of St. Bernard is transferred
to barge or trucked locally to Gerdau Ameristeel's Atlas
Steel and Wire Division where it is converted to nails and
wire mesh. Other consumer products produced from wire
rod include coat hangers, frames, springs, and lamp shade
holders. Steel discharged to barge heads upriver to
Midwest consumer markets, including Chicago, Memphis,
and St. Louis.

Hill said St. Bernard is a cost effective facility for steel
and other general cargo shippers. "Our location enables
shippers to save money, especially when ships go mid-
stream." 

"We can give them one stop shopping if the ship has
bulk cargo as well as steel on board. Our ability to handle
both breakbulk and bulk cargo is a service that is unique in
this region to Associated Terminals, said General Cargo
Manager Barry Hoth.

When Associated Terminals was approached by one of
its customers looking for a more efficient way of tracking
its cargo, the management team responded with a high tech
solution. C. Steinweg (New Orleans) Inc. needed a paper-
less method to track its copper shipments through the facil-
ity.

The answer was a bar code based data recording sys-
tem. "It's very efficient. Nothing is handwritten," said
Barry Hoth, Associated Terminals General Cargo Manager.
"The packing list arrives ahead of time and is downloaded

Bar Code Reader System Implemented for General Cargo

Continued from page 1.
Steel Surges at Chalmette Terminal

Page 3

Steel coils being discharged at the Port of St. Bernard’s
Chalmette Slip.

into a computer. Data (coil number, weight) is recorded by
the hand-held bar code reader, with information transferred
into the computer."

The process is faster, cleaner and neater. Delays due to
transposition errors and legibility problems are now a thing
of the past. Hoth envisions using this technology on other
cargoes, "In addition to being able to work with a customer
to meet an area of need, this technology gives us an advan-
tage over our competitors." 

A bar code reader quickly records data from
copper coils at the Port of St. Bernard.
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In October, Associated Terminals opened its Meraux
Midstream Buoy system at milepost 86.5 AHP on the
Mississippi River. The new berth handles Panamax class
vessels and is served by the adjacent Meraux Fleet, which
is capable of fleeting up to 110 barges. The first vessel to
call the Meraux buoys was the M/V Tate J., a 610 foot-long,
25,891 GRT vessel laden with bulk vermiculite, wire rod
coils, cold roll coils and steel pipe. She was unloaded with
ship's gear.

The new Meraux berth is the second deep draft mid-
stream buoy system operated by Associated Terminals at
the Port of St. Bernard. The Chalmette Midstream Buoy
system at milepost 89.5 commenced operations in July of
2002. Both buoy systems allow for two-sided transfer of
general and bulk cargo between vessels and barges. 

Meraux Midstream Berth Opens
at Port of St. Bernard

Providing a safe work environment has always been a
point of emphasis for Associated Terminals. Now with the
additional challenge of securing port-related facilities from
outside threats, Mark Cantrelle has been brought on board
to fill the newly created position of Facility Security
Officer (FSO).

Cantrelle is responsible for the company's compliance
with new Congressionally mandated and U.S. Coast Guard
enforced port security regulations, as well as occupational
safety guidelines and insurance regulations. As part of the
new homeland security guidelines, Associated Terminals
was required to formulate a security plan and submit it to
the Coast Guard for approval. The plan has received
approval and is being deployed.

The addition of an FSO reflects Associated Terminals'
philosophy that safety and compliance are of the highest
priority in the work place. As part of the company's com-
pliance program, all employees receive rigorous training
throughout the year.

New FSO Meets Challenge
of Safety and Security

"We are living in a new world," said Associated
Terminals FSO Mark Cantrelle. "This is an area of educa-
tion and training for all of our people. It offers the chal-
lenge and responsibility of providing safe and secure envi-
ronment for both our employees and visitors."

M/V Yick Lee dis-
charges steel at the
newly opened
Meraux Midstream
Buoy system.

The Facility Security Officer must ensure that large terminals like
Chalmette Slip are safe for employees and visitors.
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A swamp buggy, born on the Louisiana bayou, now
calls the ice and tundra of the Northwest Canada home.
The Louisiana-built amphibious excavator was recently
loaded to rail cars at Port Manchac for a destination near
Anchorage, Alaska.  

The two cars left Manchac for a trip of over 3,000
miles to Prince Rupert, British Columbia.  From this
Pacific Ocean port the cars were placed on a Canadian
National Railroad (CN) barge for movement to Whittier,
Alaska, and on to Cook Inlet via the Alaskan Railroad.  

These self-propelled amphibious hydraulic excavators,
commonly used in marsh or swamps, were manufactured
by Wilco Manufacturing, LLC in Lafayette, La. In Canada
it will be used in pipeline construction. The advantage of
this soft terrain vehicle in Canada is its ability to work on
winter ice as well as to propel itself through water and
across the tundra.  

Associated Terminals’ transload center at Port
Manchac worked closely with CN representatives in coor-
dinating a truck-to-car transfer as well as lashings for the
rail-water-rail trip to Alaska.

Louisiana Swamp Buggy Begins 
Alaskan Journey at Port Manchac

Kerry Robertson visited the manufacturing facility
before supervising the loading in a method approved by the
CN. Carlos Posey was the crane operator for the nine-ton
pontoons and the 14-ton CAT 320 excavator. Associated
Terminals’ handling and lashing crew included Brian
Butler, Corey Claude, Cornel Butler, and George Harris.

Associated Terminals at Amelia:
On-site Loading Vehicles Receive Face-lift

The CAT 320 amphibious excavator was shipped to
Alaska from Associated Terminals Port Manchac
Transload and Distribution Center.

A talented crew, headed by Lenny Reynolds of Associated
Terminals in St Bernard, recently completed a “face-lift”
on our on-site unloading machinery in Amelia.  This equip-
ment has been employed at this site for two years transfer-
ring barite from barge to stockpile for M-I Drilling Fluids.
Pictured from left to right are Farrell Chouest, Joe
Kathman, Evy Vining, John Gilchrist, Lenny Reynolds and
Brett Lalumia.



tomers," said Associated Terminals President David
Fennelly. "There are so many things to like about Ernest.
His attitude, the way he loved to help people, the care he
took with the equipment. Most importantly he was respect-
ed by the men who worked at his side every day - not only
as a co-worker, but as a person."
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Ernest Starks Honored by
Friends and Co-workers

The Associated Terminals
family bade a joyful farewell to
longstanding employee Ernest
Starks. When Associated
Terminals acquired its first
floating cranes, Ernest was
already a crew member on the
floating derricks. 

Ernest was recently
guest of honor at a retirement dinner at San Francisco
Plantation. In attendance were co-workers, family and
friends. He was presented the Associated Terminals Award
of Excellence, which commemorated his stellar career. 

"Ernest Starks is the embodiment of our motto, the
ability and attitude to accomplish anything for our cus-

Associated Terminals, LLC
1342 Highway 44

Reserve, Louisiana 70084

Ernest Starks looks back at a remarkable career
with friends, family and co-workers.

“The ability and attitude to accomplish anything for our customers.”


